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Implementing partners 

Soil Fertiliser Research Institute (SFRI)
Population, Environment and Development Centre (PED)
Project Objective

To contribute to sustainable rural development in Thanh Hoa and Thai Nguyen provinces by simultaneously addressing energy poverty and soil degradation constraints and contributing to national policies on poverty reduction, deforestation and rural development.

Background 

The project is a pilot project with the basic concept of piloting the biochar stove-cum-soil enrichment technology under the socio-economic conditions of poor farming households, often ethnic minority groups, living in the upland areas of Vietnam. These areas are typically energy-poor, soils are often degraded and the poverty incidence is high. The energy saving biochar stove technology saves wood fuel, while also producing biochar during the food preparation process. Biochar can be utilised to enrich degraded soils.

About the project 

The project intends to test the effects of this biochar technology in practice in two of the upland provinces in northern Vietnam. 450 poor families selected for participation in the pilot project will benefit immediately and directly in terms of fuel-wood savings, reduced time spent on wood collection, improved health and increased agricultural production. Further, in close cooperation with Women’s Union, Farmers’ Union and the Government extension  system in the respective provinces, the project will disseminate learning from the project based on tests of the effects of the biochar stove, the enrichment potentials of the biochar and the potential for replication and up-scaling in other areas. The project seeks to build a foundation for large-scale introduction of the biochar stove-cum-soil enrichment technology in poor rural upland areas of Vietnam. The project will thus contribute to national policies of poverty reduction, deforestation and rural development.

Project activities 

· Conduct baseline of poverty and agriculture and select households

· Select stove types and distribute to selected households

· Train households in use of biochar stove

· Analyse other effects of biochar stoves

· Survey soil types and their suitability for biochar use

· Prepare trial materials and train of farmers in trial methods

· Design field and pot trials and decide on trial methodology

· Compile trial data and analysis in Soil Study Report

· Study local manufacturing, maintenance and marketing options

· Support local stove production

· Assess potential for up-scaling and identify next steps
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CARE International in Vietnam





Location:  2 communes in Dinh Hoa District in Thai Nguyen Province; 1 commune in Ba Thuoc District – Thanh Hoa Province





Donor: Finnish Foreign Affair through CARE Denmark





Beneficiaries: 2,250 people (450 households), most of them are ethnic minority groups





Start date: Sep 2011





Completion date: Nov 2012




































































Ngai and Ninh Thuan provinces). 





Donor


Direct Aid Program, the Australian Consulate, Ho Chi Minh City





Direct beneficiaries


2,700 primary school children attending primary schools in An Minh and Vinh Thuan districts, Kien Giang Province. 40 teachers will participate in the water and sanitation training.





Start date


16 February 2004





Completion date


2009
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